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NOTES ON CURRENT LEGISLATION 

MARGARET A. SCHAPFNER 

Campaign Expenses a Public Charge. Most of the states enacting 
direct primary laws have provided that the expense of holding primary 
elections and providing ballots therefor shall be in whole or in part a 
public charge. Several states have recognized the public character of 
campaign contributions and expenditures by surrounding them with 
wholesome legal restrictions and prohibitions. Oregon prints and dis- 
tributes campaign literature partly at state expense. But Colorado is 
the first to recognize party campaign expenses as a legitimate public 
charge by appropriating public funds for that purpose. The act 
declares that "the expenses of conducting campaigns to elect state, 
district, and county officers at general elections shall be paid only by 
the s1 ate and by the candidates " Contribution by any other person or 
corporation to or for any party committee or any candidate for such 
offices, and also the acceptance of any such contribution, is made a felony 
punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a term not exceeding 
two years, or a fine not exceeding $5000 or both. Candidates for 
salaried offices may contribute and expend in the aggregate not to exceed 
40 per cent of the first year's salary of the respective offices; those for 
fee offices, not over 25 per cent of the fees for the last calendar year. 
The state is to contribute to each political party twenty-five cents for 
every vote cast at the last preceding election for its candidate for gover- 
nor. There is no definition of what constitutes a political party, nor 
any provision for a new party movement or organization that has not 
yet had any candidate for governor. The state treasurer is to pay the 
entire amount due each party to its state chairman, who is to distribute 
one-half of it among the various county chairmen according to the party 
vote in their respective counties. Each state party chairman is required 
to give a bond, equal to the amount he receives, and approved by the 
state treasurer or governor, guaranteeing the expenditure of one-half 
of such funds for "legitimate campaign expenses," and the distribu- 
tion of the other half to the county chairmen. Within thirty days after 
the election he is to file with the state treasurer a sworn and detailed 
report of his expenditure of the state's contribution, but no penalty is 
provided in case of failure to do so. Leon E. Aylsworth. 



